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1
DEVICE FOR REMOVING SNOW FROM A
VEHICLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A wide variety of devices are available for the removal of
snow from vehicles which may be exposed to the accumula-
tion of a substantial amount of snow for example during
overnight outdoor parking. Such prior art snow removal
devices, however, generally take the form of small hand held
scrapers, shovels, brushes and the like which may be effective
in removing the snow but only after tedious and time con-
suming use in weather which may be most unpleasant and
perhaps even a dangerous activity at sub zero temperatures.

It is the general object of the present invention to provide a
snow removal device characterized by simplicity of use and
which is capable of thoroughly clearing snow from a vehicle
in a fraction of the time required for removing the snow with
prior art devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In fulfillment of the foregoing object and in accordance
with the present invention a flat sheet of sturdy but flexible
material is provided and has similar elongated opposite side
sections and similar substantially shorter end sections. The
length of the sheet is at least equal to the average width of the
vehicles to be served. At each end section a pair of spaced
apart gripping means is provided for the convenient manual
manipulation of the sheet by the hands of the user.

At least one end section also has at least one small hook
positioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of mate-
rial.

The sheet is optionally of Nylon fabric and between five (5)
and ten (10) feet in length and between one-half (14) and four
(4) feet in width and preferably between six (6) and eight (8)
feet in length and approximately two (2) feet in width.

In presently preferred form the sheet of material also has a
bungee cord attached along each side edge with the sheet
bunched up to approximately one half its length by the cord
but extendable to its flat condition by pulling forces exerted at
opposite ends.

The griping means may vary in form but preferably takes
the form of a pair of handles on each end section constructed
of rust resistant material.

Atleast one and preferably both end sections of the sheet of
material are provided with a pair of spaced apart straps each
carrying a hook at its free end positioned with its open end
facing toward the sheet of material. Optionally, each strap and
adjacent end section are provided with Velcro means for
storage of the straps and hooks in folded back position on the
sheet of material.

A method of using the snow removal device first involves
the placement of one end section of the sheet of material in a
door opening at the top of the opening, closing of the door
trapping the end section and the subsequent manual manipu-
lation of the opposite end of the sheet of material to swing the
same upwardly and over the top of the vehicle and along its
length and perhaps back and forth longitudinally to clear the
roof and at least portions of the hood and trunk lid of snow.

The next step, or the first step if the procedure is reversed,
involves removing the sheet of material from the door open-
ing and engaging the hooks of one end section with a tire well,
or more specifically a fender edge which defines a tire well.
The opposite end of the sheet of material can then be grasped
manually and swung upwardly and over the top of the vehicle
and then moved longitudinally back and forth to clear the
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hood or trunk lid of snow depending on which tire well or
fender edge is engaged by the hooks.

When the device is used by two persons it is even more
efficient and highly expeditious involving merely the posi-
tioning of the users on opposite sides of the vehicle and their
longitudinal movement in perhaps one or two sweeps thus
removing snow completely from the vehicle roof, hood and
trunk lid almost instantaneously.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the snow removal device,

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a method of using
the device with one end of the sheet of material captured in a
door opening,

FIG. 3 is aperspective view showing one step in the method
of the invention wherein the sheet of material is attached to
the edge of a fender adjacent a wheel well, and

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a two-person snow
clearing procedure.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring particularly to FIG. 1 an improved snow removal
device of the present invention is indicated generally at 10.
Similar opposite side sections 14 and 16 of a flat sheet of
sturdy material 12, preferably of Nylon fabric, are elongated
and similar end sections 17 and 18 are substantially shorter.
Bungee cords 20 and 22 are attached respectively to the side
sections 14 and 16 and cause the sheet of material 12 to bunch
up (not shown) to approximately one-half its flat length.

Each end section 17 and 18 has a pair of spaced apart
handles 24, 24 or rust resistant construction to be grasped by
the hands of a user for extension of the sheet of material to its
flat length and other manual manipulation of the device. Also,
in the present preferred form of the device each end section 17
and 18 has a pair of spaced apart straps 26, 26 each carrying
a small hook 28 at its free end, the hooks 28, 28 each having
an open end facing toward the sheet of material 12.

Finally, each strap 26 is optionally provided with a small
Velcro patch 30 which cooperates with a similar Velcro patch
32 onthe sheet of material 12 to hold the strap in a folded back
storage position on the material.

A method of using the snow removal device of the inven-
tion is illustrated in FIG. 2 wherein one end of a device 10 has
been entered into a right rear door opening of a vehicle 34 and
the opposite end grasped at handles 24,24 by a user 36 and
swung upwardly and over the top of the vehicle and then
longitudinally forwardly to clear the roof of the vehicle. Obvi-
ously the device may also be swung rearwardly and down-
wardly too at least partially clear the trunk lid.

InFIG. 3 the device has been secured with its hooks on one
end section on the edge of a rear fender adjacent a wheel well
and the opposite end of the device has been swung upwardly
and over the vehicle and then downwardly to completely clear
the rear window and trunk lid of the vehicle 34.

FIG. 4 illustrates a two person version of the method of the
invention wherein each user grasps an end section of the
device and both merely walk simultaneously along the length
of'the vehicle clearing snow from the roof, hood and trunk lid
in a single step procedure and in a most efficient and expedi-
tious manner.

As will apparent from the foregoing, a greatly improved
snow removal device and method have been provided
whereby the task of snow removal from a vehicle can be
readily accomplished in a highly efficient manner and, most
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importantly, in only a fraction of the time consumed in snow
removal with prior art devices.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for removing snow from a vehicle comprising
a flat sheet of sturdy but flexible material having similar
elongated opposite side sections and similar substantially
shorter opposite end sections, the length of the sheet being at
least equal to the average width of vehicles to be served
thereby, each end section having spaced apart gripping means
for the manual manipulation of the sheet by the hands of a
user, and at least one end section having at least one small
hook positioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of
material wherein a bungee cord is attached along each side
edge of the sheet of material and tends to cause the sheet to
bunch up to approximately one half its flat length, the sheet
being extended to its flat length by pulling forces exerted at
opposite ends on the gripping means.

2. A snow removal device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the
length of the sheet of flexible material is between five (5) and
ten (10) feet and the width between one-half (%2) and four (4)
feet.

3. A snow removal device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the
length ofthe sheet of material is between six (6) and eight (8)
feet and the width is approximately two (2) feet.

4. A snow removal device as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said gripping means takes the form of a pair of handles con-
structed of a rust resistant material.

5. A snow removal device as set forth in claim 1 wherein at
least one end of the sheet of material is provided with a pair of
spaced apart straps each carrying a hook at its free end posi-
tioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of material.

6. A snow removal device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the
sheet of material is constructed of Nylon fabric.

7. A method for clearing snow from a vehicle employing
the device of claim 1 wherein a team of two persons respec-
tively grasps opposite ends of the sheet of material and both
move lengthwise of the vehicle simultaneously with the sheet
of material stretched above and across the vehicle for remov-
ing snow from the top and the hood and deck of the vehicle.

8. A device for removing snow from a vehicle comprising
a flat sheet of sturdy but flexible material having similar
elongated opposite side sections and similar substantially
shorter opposite end sections, the length of the sheet being at
least equal to the average width of vehicles to be served
thereby, each end section having spaced apart gripping means
for the manual manipulation of the sheet by the hands of a
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user, and at least one end section having at least one small
hook positioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of
material wherein at least one end of the sheet of material is
provided with a pair of spaced apart straps each carrying a
hook at its free end positioned with its open end facing toward
the sheet of material; each strap and adjacent end section of
the sheet of material is provided with Velcro means for stor-
age of the straps and hooks in folded back position upon the
sheet of material.

9. A method of removing snow from a vehicle employing a
device comprising a flat sheet of sturdy but flexible material
having similar elongated opposite side sections and similar
substantially shorter opposite end sections, the length of the
sheet being at least equal to the average width of vehicles to be
served thereby, each end section having spaced apart gripping
means for the manual manipulation of the sheet by the hands
of'auser, and at least one end section having atleast one small
hook positioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of
material, the method comprising the steps of:

positioning one end section of the sheet of material inside

a door opening at the top of the opening and the door is
then closed trapping the end portion, and

swinging up and over the top of the vehicle the opposite end

of the sheet of material by a motion of the user grasping
the opposite end with the user working from the opposite
side of the vehicle and moving back and forth along the
length of the same to clear the roof and at least portions
of the hood and rear deck of snow.

10. A method for clearing snow from a vehicle employing
adevice comprising a flat sheet of sturdy but flexible material
having similar elongated opposite side sections and similar
substantially shorter opposite end sections, the length of the
sheet being at least equal to the average width of vehicles to be
served thereby, each end section having spaced apart gripping
means for the manual manipulation of the sheet by the hands
of'auser, and at least one end section having atleast one small
hook positioned with its open end facing toward the sheet of
material, the method comprising the steps of:

engaging the hook with a tire well, and

swinging up and over the top of the vehicle the opposite end

of the sheet of material by a motion of the user grasping
the opposite end and then moved back and forth with the
user moving lengthwise of the vehicle to readily clear
the hood or rear deck depending on the wheel well
engaged.



